The diffuse neuroendocrine (APUD) system.
The bulk of experimental evidence indicates that the APUD series of cells is a distinct system based upon common pathophysiological features. The diffuse nature of this system with elements in the central and peripheral nervous system suggests a more complex interaction of the body's homeostasis than has been established. It is probable that as radioimmunological and radioenzymatic assays become more widely available and standardized, other apudomas will be described. Finally, an understanding of the APUD concept, with its peculiar pluripotential for the production of biogenic amines and peptides, the multicentric nature of the disease and the possibility of multiple cell involvement, is of key importance in managing patients. Studies of the apudomas will also advance the understanding of the normal physiologic interrelationships of the APUD cells.